LETTER TO  COURT

determined to run his ship on shore rather than suffer her to be taken
by the enemy, and having thrown overboard a great quantity of his pro-
visions and guns he anchored in 13 feet water. The French ships not
being* able to follow him into such shallow water kept cruizing about
for a few days and then left him. He afterwards made his passage good
to Vizagapatam from whence he came here, and is lately sailed in com-
pany with Sir Eyre Coote who is on board the Resolution.

10.    We have replaced the guns and stores lost by the San Carlos, and
considering the great want of seamen in the fleet, a proper supply of
whom sent in time to meet and man the different ships might possibly
decide the fate of India, we have exerted ourselves by means of a press
and by requiring an equal contribution from the Indiamen of Sir Richard
Bickerton's fleet3, who had not before furnished any men to the Admiral
to supply his wants; and notwithstanding we have most effectually assisted
the San Carlos we have met with many obstacles in our endeavours and
various have been the complaints from the commanders of your ships,
but it has ever been usual for ships of war to press of their own accord
from other vessels, and indeed the opposition from the commanders in the
present instance may have encouraged the officers of the San Carlos to
press men immediately on board their ships without the  assistance or
authority of Government, which has tended to distress them, for it has
caused a general desertion.

11.    Some complaints have also been made to us by the captains of

the  Indiamen  against  individuals  for  enticing;  away
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their seamen and particularly against Colonel Watson
whom we thought it necessary to call upon to reply to

the charge, which he accordingly did in a letter which stands recorded

as per margin.

The great and continual desertions from the ships and the diffi-
culty of recovering the men, after they had once escaped, are reasons
which have induced us to use a more effectual method of apprehending
them than any before adopted. We have therefore ordered the Committee
of Revenue to cause all Europeans residing without licence or authority
and contrary  to law  in  any  of the  districts within
the provinces to be taken up and delivered over to
the Superintendent of the Police in Calcutta.
13. A complaint was long since preferred to us from Canton, of
which you have been already advised, against Captain Maclary for the
seizure of two ships, being Portuguese property, near the Streights of
Banca. We could not take any steps in this matter till lately for want
of proper persons and witnesses to prosecute the claim, but the owners
of the ships having come from Macao we conceived it
ruary.         proper and necessary to grant them the assistance of
the Company's law officers in the prosecution of their rights.   One of
them has obtained a decree of the Court for sicca rupees 1,10,000, being
the value of his ship, and has now commenced an action for damages in